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The U.S. system for the management and regulation of chemicals is broken. Our current laws 
legally allow people, wildlife and the environment to be exposed to numerous dangerous toxic 
chemicals. Over the last decade there have been increased rates of cancer, developmental disor- 
ders, asthma, declining sperm counts and other health effects, with science linking these prob- 
lems to exposure to toxic chemicals in our daily lives. The elevated presence of toxic chemicals 
in our air, water and wildlife threaten our very survival on this planet. 


Just one example of the ubiquitous presence of unregulated toxins is the class of chemicals 
commonly used as flame retardants, known as PBDEs (polybrominated diphenyl ethers). These 
chemicals -- found in TVs, mattresses and computer casings -- are similar to PCBs, the highly 
toxic family of chemicals that were banned in the 1970’s yet continue to cause serious health 
and environmental problems throughout the country from New York’s Hudson River to the Pa- 
cific Northwest’s Puget Sound. 


Intended for use in consumer products, PBDEs, have found their way into wildlife and people. 
PBDEs are neurotoxicants, reproductive toxicants and possible carcinogens, and have been 
found in fish, seals, porpoises, shrimp, birds and bird eggs. In fact, one form has been detected 
in peregrine falcon eggs at levels that may cause permanent brain damage in mammals. 


Groundbreaking research by the Environmental Working Group, has detected PBDEs in hu- 
man hair, blood, breast milk and the cord blood of newborn babies. Recent scientific findings 
all point to rapidly rising levels of these contaminants yet the federal government has taken no 
meaningful action to restrict these chemicals or encourage a shift to safer alternatives. 


States Take Action 


The good news is that in the absence of federal action, organizations in states across the nation 
are moving together to protect humans and wildlife from exposure to toxic chemicals in food, 
water and air, and from exposures where we live, work and play. This movement is based on the 
belief that by creating incentives for the design of new 
and safer chemicals, products and production sys- 
tems we can protect people and ecosystem health and 


at the same time, stimulate the creation of healthy, CGBD WORKING GROUPS..4 
sustainable jobs. vs 
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. MEMBER NEWS 
The European Union’s recent overhaul of its chemi- 


cals management policies is a clear signal that change 


is possible. In the US, chemical reform ideas are being 
road tested and confirmed. For example, state coordi- 
nated efforts to reduce exposures to PBDEs have led to 
several legislative wins (including CA, ME, MI, MN, 
NY) that phase out the manufacture, process, sale or dis- 
tribution of two dangerous forms of PBDEs (penta and 
octa). In the last few months, the Washington and Maine 
legislatures passed more stringent legislation banning 
the use and manufacture of all forms of PBDEs, includ- 
ing the most commonly used form, deca. 


These critical victories on PBDEs have laid the ground- 
work for passing more expansive state-level policies 
that begin to solve the problem of toxic chemicals at the 
scale required. There are more than 80,000 chemicals on 
the market in the United States, and solving the problem 
will require comprehensive rather than chemical-by- 
chemical campaigns. 


Environmental health groups and their allies in eight 
states have made comprehensive chemical policy reform 
a top priority. The vision is a new regulatory system 
that ensures that citizens, businesses, governments and 
workers have enough information about chemical safety 
to choose between dangerous and safer products. 


Comprehensive reform would also empower govern- 
ments to act to protect humans and the environment. It 
would create infrastructure, educational capacity, and 
workforce development around safer chemicals and 
products. It would create incentives for market trans- 
formation and give companies making safer products 

or choosing safer ingredients a competitive advantage. 
Strong regulatory standards can create new business op- 
portunities and strong markets. For example: the organic 
food market is growing at a stunning 20 percent due 


to clear government standards and labels enabling 
consumers to easily identify organic food.) 


Eight States Advance 


Each of these states has a coordinated campaign led 
by a coalition of diverse partners: 


Californians for a Healthy and Green Economy 
Campaign for a Safe and Healthy Connecticut 
Alliance for a Clean and Healthy Maine 

Alliance for a Healthy Tomorrow, in Massachusetts 
Michigan Network for Children’s Environmental 
Health 

Healthy Legacy, in Minnesota 

Alliance for a Toxic free Future and the JustGreen 
Partnership in New York 

Toxic Free Legacy Coalition in Washington 
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These eight statewide campaigns work through the 
State Alliance for Federal Reform of Chemicals 
Policy (SAFER), a tightly coordinated national 
campaign whose long-term vision is to establish 

a new precautionary federal chemicals policy in 
the next ten years that is the basis of a clean, green 
economy. The core strategy is to launch and win 

a critical mass of comprehensive policy reform 
measures in key states to tip the balance for achiev- 
ing reform at the federal level. Nearly every major 
progressive public policy reform at the federal level 
has been driven by first achieving a critical mass of 
action and momentum at the state and grassroots 
level. 


The groups that make up SAFER recognize that 
the reality of passing sweeping reform policies will 
require the participation of many diverse groups 
and many state policy champions. To that end, each 
of the state coalitions have identified and recruited 
organizations within their state that can play a stra- 
tegic role in advancing the campaign. Key groups 
include, nurse associations and other health profes- 
sionals, learning disability and other health im- 
pacted groups, religious organizations, community 
groups and labor. 


Through the Coming Clean collaborative and other 
networks, SAFER state campaigns are partnering 
with others including national market campaigns 
focused on safer substitution or “take back” of toxic 
chemicals in products; and national chemical secu- 
rity efforts to highlight and reduce inherent dangers 
in chemical storage, use and production. 


SAFER’s Next Steps 


The top priority for SAFER in 2007-2008, is to 
advance chemical policy reforms in each of the 
eight states. The campaign will be working to both 
support comprehensive chemical reform policies 
as well as policy reforms in each of the states that 
serve as stepping-stones for building the political 
power that is needed to launch and win state com- 
prehensive chemical policy reform. 


In building momentum toward state comprehensive 
chemicals policy reform, all of the SAFER states 


have taken on a mix of “stepping stone” issue-based 
and market campaign strategies, among them: 

¢ banning or phasing out certain dangerous chem- 
icals or classes of chemicals known to pose risks to 
human health and the environment; 

* economic development strategies to help to 
build the infrastructure within the state for true 
reform; 

¢ administrative measures that build support in 
Governor’s offices and state agencies to ensure ef- 
fective implementation; and 

¢ market-based strategies to help shift public de- 
mand, such as targeting personal care products. 


A few states have already introduced comprehen- 
sive chemical reform policies including Massa- 


chusetts and Connecticut. Washington and Maine are 
gearing up to introduce comprehensive policies during 
their 2008 legislative sessions. Maine is also developing 
an economic development strategy to replace dangerous 
chemicals in petroleum-based plastics with safer plas- 
tics made from Maine-grown waste potatoes. 


build a better 
future? 


Safer Plastics From Potatoes Could Reduce 
Unnecessary Dangerous Chemicals In Maine 


www.preventharm.org 


To achieve multi-state and multi-campaign synergies, 
SAFER states employ a number of similar strategies 
including, legislative efforts, administrative initiatives, 
municipal procurement campaigns, market campaigns, 
economic development strategies and targeted scientific 
and opposition research projects. The campaign is also 
developing strategic tools necessary to win including 
civic engagement strategies, policy development, and 
coordinated strategic communications plans. 


SAFER is also playing a significant role in helping to 
shape the conversation around changing the federal 
landscape. Most significantly, members of SAFER have 
authored a paper that clearly articulates the vision for 
true reform at both the state and federal levels. This pa- 
per, “A Framework for Chemicals Policy reform: Issues 
in Model Policy Development,” has been the backbone 
for developing policy language across the board. [A 
copy of this paper is available by contacting SAFER’s 
coordinator, Sarah Doll (doll@igc.org).] 


Several CGBD member foundations and others ac- 

tive in the Health and Environmental Funders Network 
(HEFN), including the John Merck Fund, the Marisla 
Foundation, and the Beldon Fund, have played a sig- 
nificant role not only in providing resources to this state 
work but also in working as strategic partners. 


States are providing vital laboratories that test policies 
to make sure chemicals are safe before they are put on 
the market. You shouldn’t need a chemistry degree to 
determine if your home, local river, cosmetic or work- 
place is safe from toxic exposures. After all, shouldn’t 
everyone live ina SAFER state? 


CGBD WORKING GROUPS 


Climate and Energy 


The Climate and Energy Funders spent June helping pre- 
pare for climate-oriented sessions at the CGBD Annual 
Meeting, especially around adaptation to climate change 
and the issue of coal. The CGBD Annual Meeting fea- 
tured a lively and interactive session on adaptation where 
participants collaborated on adaptation plans. Coal was 
also featured at the Annual Meeting, where the discussion 
centered on the concern that “advanced coal” technologies 
could keep the door open to mountain top mining removal 
unless funders and advocates increase opposition to the 
destructive mining practice. 


In July, the Funders Group hosted a follow up call on the 
important work raising climate change as an issue in the 
Presidential Primaries. The group also hosted a conference 
call for community foundations on cities’ climate initia- 
tives and the role for community foundations, as well as 


a continued focus on implementation of California’s 
Global Warming Solutions Act. 


In May, the Climate and Energy Funders Group held 
its Annual Meeting, at the Presidio in San Francisco; 
the best attended Climate and Energy Funders An- 
nual meeting to date, reflecting the rising profile and 
urgency of the issue. Highlights from the Annual 
Meeting included an overview of key opportunities at 
the state, regional, federal, and international level. The 
meeting also featured a presentation on the economic 
opportunity associated with solving the climate crisis, 
by stressing the investment and job opportunities in 
the booming green technology industry. 


The Climate and Energy Funders Group is also help- 
ing plan a funder briefing on energy efficiency and 
climate change to be held in New York on September 
18th. The energy efficiency meeting will discuss 
recent on the group successes and future policy op- 
portunities. The Funders Group is also helping plan a 
Southeastern Funders briefing to be held November 
12th in Charlottesville, Virginia. The southeast meet- 
ing will set a strategy for moving the climate issue in 
the southeast. 


Health and Environmental Funders Network 


HEFN is excited to announce the launch of the first phase 
of its new website. What is up and running so far is a 
great new “front porch”: a much more professional and 
engaging face for environment and health philanthropy, 
and basic information about HEFN and the field. Check 
it out at: www.hefn.org. 


The HEEN staff now is working on the phase two roll- 
out (of the “full house”), bringing more sophisticated 
capabilities and more substantial informational offerings 
on line. At that point HEFN will publicly launch its site 
and invite grantmakers and grantseekers to create pro- 
file and to search and share information about the field. 
Approved users will be able to post links, documents, 
profiles of NGOs and foundations, events, job listings, 
and other resources for the field. 


HEFN will invite funders and their grantees at that point 
to help populate the site. The aim is to capitalize on 
HEFN’s position amidst many grantmakers and grant- 
seekers who all are working on environment and health, 
by creating an information hub to make this multifaceted 
movement more visible and navigable. HEFN is indebted 
to OneNW for much hard work on this all-open-source 


HEFN will be taking a hiatus from its conference call 
series in August, having just wrapped up a July call on 
municipal procurement. The call series will resume in 
the fall; calls-in-development include: the politics and 
realities of DDT to combat malaria; climate change and 
human health; diesel emissions; green chemistry-based 
economic and workforce development opportunities; 
and others. 


Preparations for several HEFN meetings continue. The 
HEFN-California chapter is organizing its second an- 
nual gathering of grantmakers supporting environmen- 
tal health and environmental justice work in California, 
to take place on October 29-30 at the Hewlett Center 
in Menlo Park. 


Conservation Science 


In the spring of 2006, the CGBD commissioned 
Foundations of Success (FOS) to conduct a survey of 
all CGBD members regarding their current support 
for conservation science. The results of the survey 
helped form the basis of the 2006 Annual Meeting in 
Estes Park, Colorado, as well as the foundation for a 
symposium hosted the following week at the Society 
for Conservation Biology (SCB) Annual Meeting. In 
early 2007, the group produced a strategic framework 
to guide its work in the coming year and beyond. 


The funders’ group is in the process of designing an 
additional survey of conservation science grantmaking 
by CGBD members, one that builds on the 2006 survey 
but provides more in-depth information on conserva- 
tion science support by the membership. The group is 
interested in getting a better handle on science funding 
in the areas of climate change, restoration, resilience, 
energy and biodiversity (e.g. biofuels, sequestration), 
ecosystem services, sustainable food/agriculture, tra- 
ditional knowledge, and eco-health, among others. 


Several group members of the Conservation Science 
Funders are working to capitalize on the work put into 
preparing for last year’s SCB symposium. They are 
preparing a paper for SCB publication on the results of 
the FOS research, thereby distributing the information 
to a wider audience of conservation science NGOs than 
attended the SCB meeting itself. 


Land and Freshwater Conservation 


On July 30, the Land & Freshwater Working Group 
hosted an hour-long phone briefing and conversation with 
Sandra Postel, a leading authority on freshwater issues, 
on model policy approaches to protecting freshwater 
biodiversity in the face of the many competing human 
demands. This discussion was intended to provide some 
context and a framework for future calls on aspects of 
the freshwater conservation challenge, such as water 
conservation strategies and the linkages between climate 
change and freshwater issues. Sandra Postel is the founder 
of the Global Water Policy Project, an organization that 
aims to promote the preservation and sustainable use of 
Earth’s fresh water through research, writing, outreach, 
and public speaking 
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Marine Conservation 


The May monthly Working Group conference call focused 
on developments at the International Whaling Commis- 
sion (IWC). Patrick Ramage of the International Fund for 
Animal Welfare (IFAW) and Karen Sack of Greenpeace 
joined funders on the call. The call discussed Japan’s 
longstanding efforts to overturn the international ban on 
whaling, as well as the country’s efforts to increase whal- 
ing within certain loopholes in the existing ban. 


The June conference call of the Marine Working Group fo- 
cused on US Congressional and Administration activities 
in the marine realm. Lee Crockett of the Pew Charitable 
Trusts and Gerry Leape of the National Environmental 
Trust joined funders on the call. 


The July call included an update on the CITES process and 
the coral reef listing proposal and as well as a brief update 
on open ocean aquaculture, legislation which has received 


an extra push from the discovery of contaminated 
fish imports from China. The call also addressed the 
Wildlife Conservation Society/Center for Biological 
Research partnership to test whale sharks and other 
Mesoamerican Reef fish for mercury. 


Topics for future Working Group conference calls 
include: 

* Individual Transferable Quota’s and their various 
permutations as Magnuson Stevens Act implementa- 
tion proceeds; 

¢ Forage fish campaigns; 

* Outer Continental Shelf exploration and drilling 
for oil and gas; 

¢ The Marine Mammal Protection Act reauthoriza- 
tion; 

¢ Southern Oceans Sanctuary update; and 

¢ A forecast of 2008 International Whaling Com- 
mission activities. 


Gulf of California 


In the first half of 2006, the Gulf of California Funders 
Group became a full-fledged funders’ group, coordi- 
nating on a range of both marine and terrestrial con- 
servation issues. Sergio Knaebel, Packard Foundation 
(now Sandler Family Foundation); Beto Bedolfe, 
Marisla Foundation; and Jim Sandler, Sandler Family 
Foundation, are serving as co-chairs of this funders’ 


group. 


In March, an important Packard-funded workshop or- 
ganized by Resources Legacy Fund (RLF) took place 
in Ensenada, where most of the NGOS working on 
land conservation in the Gulf of California strategized 
together regarding potential priorities for a large-scale 
land conservation effort. In April, a high-level meeting 
took place in San Diego with the Mexican Minister 
of Tourism and the head of mass-tourism investment 
agency FONATUR, with researchers, environmental 
advocates, business, and a California policymaker 
also in attendance. The meeting explored alternative 
and more sustainable approaches to mass tourism de- 
velopment in the Gulf of California (such as Escalera 
Nautica). 


In May, all of the Gulf of California funders gathered 
at Taaffe House in Los Altos fora CGBD and RLF 
sponsored meeting to learn about the results of the 


Ensenada workshop and discuss collective strategies for 
comprehensive land conservation in all five states the 
Gulf of California - Baja California, Baja California Sur, 
Sonora, Sinaloa and Nayarit. RLF is now spearheading 
ongoing planning for this exciting effort. 


There were also many positive developments in the area 
of marine conservation in the Gulf. Several new marine 
protected areas (MPAs) were officially designated within 
the last six months, including Bahia de los Angeles, 
Espiritu Santo and the northern portion of Laguna San 
Ignacio (the area that was proposed seven years ago 
for development of the highly contested Mitsubishi salt 
plant). These designations were the fruit of many years 
of collective efforts by many NGOs and advocates work- 
ing in the region, colleagues in CONANP (the Mexican 
agency for protected areas), and the funders who sup- 
ported much of this work. 


Funders have also continued to work together to im- 
prove MPA effectiveness and fisheries management in a 
comprehensive manner. In April in Hermosillo, Gulf of 
California Marine Protected Area (MPA) directors invited 
by MARFund met to develop a cost analysis and financial 
model for MPA management. The financial model will 
help improve capacity for long-term financial planning 
by MPA directors within CONANP, and provide them 
with a stronger basis with which to advocate for increased 
budgets and resources in the future. 


Other important funder efforts include: work on long- 
term funding for MPA management; a project to improve 
cooperative, inter-agency MPA enforcement in the Gulf; 
and ongoing support of aregional committee on MPA ef- 
fectiveness; continued work to minimize the environment 
impacts of the shrimp trawling industry; and a workshop 
to explore restoration opportunities in the Colorado River 
Delta. 


CGBD MEMBER NEWS 


Douglas Bevington has joined Environment Now to man- 
age the foundation’s Forest Program. He holds a PhD in 
sociology from the University of California, Santa Cruz. 
His dissertation, titled “The Rebirth of Environmentalism: 
Grassroots Activism and the New Conservation Move- 
ment, 1989-2004,” examines the influence of grassroots 
forest and biodiversity protection groups on environmen- 
tal policy implementation in the United States. While at 
the University of California, Douglas taught courses on 


social movement studies and co-authored the article 
“Movement-Relevant Theory: Rethinking Social Move- 
ment Scholarship and Activism.” He previously worked 
as the Regional Organizer for the John Muir Project of 
Earth Island Institute and as the Biodiversity Program 
Assistant for the Foundation for Deep Ecology. He 
has also been active with the Bay Area Coalition for 
Headwaters, Center for Biological Diversity, Endan- 
gered Species Coalition, and Sierra Club, and serves 
on the Board of Advisors of the Student Environmental 
Center. 


Jill Gravender, Freshwater Program Director has an- 
nounced she is leaving Environment Now. Jill will 
return to the California Climate Action Registry in a 
part-time capacity to help lead the development and 
implementation of a new multi-state greenhouse gas 
registry, The Climate Registry. She will also devote 
herself part-time to building her successful personal 
cheffing business. 


Angeline Valentine joins Oak Foundation as Pro- 
gramme Associate, at the Mesoamerican Reef Pro- 
gramme in Belize. Angeline is a recent graduate of 
the Environmental Management, Masters Degree 
Programme at Duke University, having been a recipi- 
ent of the Fulbright, Oak Foundation, and Duke Global 
Fellowship. Prior to her academic studies, Angeline 
worked at Belize’s Coastal Zone Management Institute 
and the Hugh Parkey Foundation. Her experience com- 
prises conservation of endangered species, science and 
research, community education, and the strengthening 
of regional networks. 


Jon Jensen, Senior Program Officer, George Gund 
Foundation will leave Cleveland after 14 years to be- 
come the Executive Director of the Park Foundation in 
Ithaca, New York. 


The Christensen Fund is delighted to announce the ap- 
pointment of Catherine Sparks as its new Melanesian 
Program Officer, charged with the growth and develop- 
ment of its culture and environment grantmaking pro- 
gram in the region. Catherine is a Canadian-born gender 
and community development specialist who has spent 
seventeen years working with peoples’ organizations in 
Melanesia and the South Pacific tackling the linkages 
between land, environment, culture and development. 
Catherine holds a BA in Pacific and Asian Studies from 
the University of Victoria in British Columbia, Canada 


and an M.A. in Dispute Resolution from the same insti- 
tution with a thesis entitled Rural Women and Everyday 
Resistance to Structural Adjustment in Melanesia, based 
on field research in Vanuatu. 


After almost eight years at the helm of the CGBD, Ex- 
ecutive Director Lynn Lohr is leaving to become the 
first Managing Director of the Broad Reach Foundation 
in Santa Monica, California. Established several years 
ago, the Broad Reach Foundation is now formalizing 
its operations, hiring staff and opening an office. The 
mission of the Foundation is to enhance human capa- 
bilities by supporting progressive programs that provide 
communities with tools to better their conditions. The 
Foundation is particularly interested in the fields of 
health and human rights; health and the environment; 
theatre arts; and economic policy and development. 
Grantmaking is conducted in the U.S., and, increasingly, 
on an international level. 
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